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INTRODUCTION
It is a cliché to say time flies. But it does and we take pleasure in knowing that, with the
passing of each year, we as a community are making important strides and in the process
improving the lives and brightening the future of hundreds of kids. This understanding has
carried us forward and energized us further since we began the Foundation some thirteen
years ago. Last year was no exception in the quest to achieve the dreams we have and the
objectives we set in 2004.
It was an exciting and productive year. As we bid
farewell to the 2016/17 fiscal year with a sense of
gratitude and satisfaction, we welcome 2017/2018, a
new fiscal year and a new academic year with a fresh
batch of young and promising students. In the
transition to a new year, both academically and
fiscally, we look back on the past and remind
ourselves of the journey we have travelled as a group
unified by a common ideal. Every year brings
opportunities which we have tried to capitalize on in
the service of our collective objective – providing
education to as many underprivileged children as possible.
Needless to say, there have also been challenges and we have confronted them, as we always
do, not just as problems to overcome but also as opportunities to exploit. 2016/17 was such
a year. We were met with a number of difficulties and temporary delays regarding the
acquisition of land, which forms the centerpiece of our strategic plan, and fundraising, which
is critical to the fulfillment of the objective of expanding access to education to more deprived
children in and outside of Addis Ababa. While dealing with these issues, we were able to
broaden our horizon, explore more opportunities, and accomplish much as the following
highlights of our main activities for the fiscal year 2016/17 demonstrate.

MAIN ACCOMPLISHMENTS
1. Graduation and Increment of Student Population
The biggest news and a constant source of joy for our
Foundation and Fregenet Kidan LeHitsanat (FKL) School is
the graduation of another class of 26 4th graders, the
latest members of a generation of graduates from our
school. Like those who came before them, this group of
graduates will soon join a nearby public school. Fregenet
Kidan LeHitsanat School will continue to support these
students, as it has done for many of their predecessors in
the past, by providing books, uniforms, and meals. At the
same time, the School has accepted a new group of 30
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four-year old preschool students into the school for the new academic year that started in
September 2016.
Likewise, we take this opportunity to announce that in the 2016/17 academic year, the
Fregenet Kidan LeHitsanat School was able to provide educational, health, and nutritional
services to a total of 368 students, of which 158 (87 girls and 71 boys) were based in the FKL
campus and the rest in nearby public schools.

2. GlobalGiving
In May 2016, the Fregenet Foundation
launched a fundraising initiative in support
of a project called “Literacy Training for 370
Needy Children in Ethiopia.” The fundraising
was conducted through GlobalGiving and
was successful in raising $5,150 by July
2016. At the time, GlobalGiving transferred
$5,438 including matching funds and prize
money in to the Foundation’s account. Over
a period of six months since partnering with
GlobalGiving in May 2016, the Foundation
increased the money it raised to $8,910 and
changed its status to partner, then leader
and finally to that of a super star charity.
We expect to continue our partnership with GlobalGiving but also explore new partners and
other fundraising possibilities.
In this vein, mention should be made of a new fundraising initiative called Family Fun Day
which is aimed at raising money to benefit the Fregenet Foundation. This event was planned
for August 19, 2017. However, it has been postponed to a future date as the original event
could not be held because of logistical issues. An alternative fund-raising event will be
organized in the near future. The details will be announced as soon as preparation is
completed.

3. Volunteer Work
Aristotle, the Greek philosopher who lived some
2400 years ago, asked this fundamental question,
“What is the essence of life?” and his answer was,
“To serve others and to do good”. It was and still is
a powerful statement, one that has guided and
continues to guide the life of many people around
the world. This includes volunteers who come to
our school every year and share their time and
resources with the kids at the school, all for free
not because they are worthless but rather because
they are priceless. Volunteerism was once again
the highlight of 2016/2017.
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 A group of 10th graders from the Greek Community School (who called themselves
MAC or Make A Change) concluded a half semester tutoring the FKL School’s 4th
graders. At the same time the group, which was created in 2015 with the objective of
helping students at the FKL School, organized a successful Used Book Drive and
donated more than 400 books to the school’s library.
 On February 25, 2017, four volunteer medical doctors from
Addis Ababa (Drs. Kalkidan Alachew, Helen G/Medhin,
Behailu Yibe, and Bamlak Andargachew) paid a visit to the FKL
School and provided a check-up on the health condition of our
students. 64 students were selected based on a teacherrecommended regular follow up; 52 were present in the school
of which 23 were found to have minor health problems and
received prescriptions for medicine. 25 students were sent to a
laboratory for further check-up and four were cleared for lack
of any illness symptoms. The Fregenet School covered the full
expenses for the treatment of those students who were found
to have some medical issues.
 Addis Mesfin, a civil engineer and lecturer at AA university, taught mathematics and
English classes every other Saturday for half a semester, to fourth graders.

SCHOOL EXPANSION PLAN
If there is one idea or goal that is at the heart of the Fregenet Foundation, it is to create
opportunities for young and underprivileged kids to have access to one of the most basic
necessities of life – education. This is the single most important driver over the last thirteen
years and the reason behind the Foundation’s years-long quest to acquire land, expand the
school and enable more kids to get access to education and a better future. The news which
the director brought back from Ethiopia suggests that that day is not far away.
Mr. Tafesse, who spent three and half months in
Ethiopia, reported an exciting breakthrough to
acquire land in Bishoftuu/Debre Zeit, a town
some 42 kms south of Addis Ababa. A proposal
submitted by the Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat
School has been approved by the Oromiya
Regional State Office and an operational
agreement was subsequently signed with the
town’s education bureau. The proposal was to
build kindergarten and/or elementary schools
using the Fregenet School model on the allocated
land, about 11,240m2. The Foundation already
has the services of a pro bono surveyor and
architect for the construction.
Likewise, the Foundation reached an understanding with the Kirkos Sub-City Education
Bureau who agreed to offer a plot of land inside a run-down school where the Foundation
could build a new model school. Both initiatives are expected to expand educational access
to more disadvantaged students in the capital and its surrounding towns.
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It is understood that building new schools will increase the need to find new financial
sources in the coming years to fund this important, albeit expensive, initiative, fully or
partially. At the same time, the board of directors at the Fregenet Foundation is still
discussing the risks and merits of building an elementary school in existing government run
schools.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
In the 2016/17 budget year, the Fregenet Foundation
received a total of $23,835 from Student Sponsorship
program, general donations and other contributions. The
Foundation allocated $32,000 to the Fregenet Kidan
Lehitsanat School, to cover its annual expenses for the
following: school rent, teachers’ and staffs’ salaries,
students’ breakfast and lunch expenditures, physical and
general maintenance, school uniforms, expenses for office
and school supplies, administrative costs. Other
expenditures, amounting to $2,893, include general and
administrative expenses (audit, fundraising cost, Directors’
and Officers’ insurance). The total expense therefore
amounted to $34,893.
The Fregenet Foundation did not receive any grants this
fiscal year; hence, the foundation had $11,058 more by
way of expenses than its income, which was covered by
prior years carried forward balance.
The Fregenet Foundation’s financial activities for the
2016/17 fiscal year were audited by Brysani Consulting,
and the board has accepted and approved the Audit report.

NEW FREGENET FOUNDATION BOARD POSITIONS
Mr. Peter David who was a dedicated member of the Fregenet Foundation for the last five
years has stepped down upon completion of his term. The Board expressed its deep
appreciation for his services to further the cause of the Foundation and wished him well in
his future endeavors. There was some reassignment of positions within the Board. Mr.
Tafesse who served as an executive Director and Country Representative for Ethiopia for the
last couple of years was unanimously appointed as President and Chairman of the Board
replacing Mrs. Elizabeth who has now become Financial Officer. Dr. Shimelis Bonsa Gulema,
a board member, will succeed Mr. Peter as the new Secretary of the Board.

CONCLUSION
Thirteen years have passed since the Fregenet Kidan LeHitsanat School was founded in
2004. Over the years, the school has provided one of the most basic but profoundly
important services to some of the most disadvantaged members of the community education to children including the necessities needed for the children to be successful:
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books, stationery, uniforms, and meals. The future of many of these children and their
families has changed for the better as a result and this has been made possible thanks to
your deep conviction in the cause and unreserved support for its fulfillment. We believe this
is your answer to life’s most persistent and urgent question, “What are you doing for others?”
as Martin Luther King once said.
We reiterate that we are very proud of our accomplishments
over the years and humbled at the same time by the trust
you put on us from the onset and the dedication you have
shown to the cause. We at the Fregenet Foundation
sincerely acknowledge your support and thank you for
standing by us throughout our times of joy and success but
also those of trial and distress. Our work is not finished and
there is more to do in the years to come until every child
gets the education he or she deserves.
We believe that we are in this together and we have the
conviction that we will overcome the difficulties and achieve
the goals we set for ourselves at the beginning. However, we
cannot do this without your help and we would like to take
this opportunity to ask you to continue your generous
support. You can do this in many ways including by joining
our Student Sponsorship Program for $300 per year ($25
per month or less than a dollar a day) which will cover all
the expenses to educate, feed and clothe a child in our
school.
As always let us say to you, our esteemed supporters that the Fregenet Foundation and its
Board of Directors will strive to be fully transparent, accountable and maintain the highest
standard possible. This is the least we can do for you.
Thank you
The Fregenet Foundation and its School Fregenet
Kidan Lehitsanat admits students of any race, color,
national and ethnic origin, gender, disability and
religion to all the rights, privileges, programs, and
activities generally accorded or made available to
students at the school. It does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin,
gender, disability or religion in the administration of
its
educational
policies,
admission
policies,
scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and
other school-administered programs.
The Fregenet Foundation
901 South Flower Street Unit 411
Los Angeles, CA 90015
www.fregenetfoundation.org
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