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INTRODUCTION
It has been fourteen years since The Fregenet
Foundation (TFF) was born out of a sea of grief,
love, and the desire to make something good
emerge from tragedy. It came into the world like
all babies, wide-eyed and inexperienced. The
foundation imagined a prosperous future for
children society had given up on. TFF offered
hope and the power of knowledge and education to
have a positive effect on families for
generations to come. This core belief will
continue to guide our future activities as we
embark on our fifteenth year of service and
compassion.
We are leaving behind a year of significant accomplishments,
promising beginnings, and a few notable challenges.
Naturally, we
celebrated the graduation of 30 students from the Fregenet School in
Addis, FKL. On another front, there has been significant progress
regarding our new and exciting Bishoftu Project which will start
breaking ground in the coming months. The Foundation is in healthy
financial standing and is preparing for a celebration of its 15th year
anniversary scheduled for October 19, 2019. Recently, the Board of
Directors welcomed a committed new member, and our annual fundraising
was a big success.
These
successes
notwithstanding,
there
were
challenges and obstacles that should not go
unnoticed.
We have consistently limited or
averted obstructions to our vision through our
practice of in-person visits to the appropriate
ministries in Ethiopia by our dedicated Fregenet
board president and the unflinching support of our
local board and influential friends. We have been
unrelenting in our drive and requests for a grant
of land inside the boundaries of Addis Ababa where
we can build a fully realized vision of the school
our young ones deserve.
We are dealing with
annual increases in rent for the land upon which
our school currently sits.
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And of course fundraising is an ongoing test to
our resolve.
But we refuse to abandon our
vision
that
children,
when
given
the
opportunity, can not only reshape their destiny
but change the trajectory of their future
families.
As we prepare to celebrate our
fifteenth-year
anniversary,
we
renew
our
commitment to the children, their parents and
the communities they come from. Their success is
the reason for the existence of the Fregenet
Foundation.

MAIN ACCOMPLISHMENTS
1. GRADUATION
As usual, our most important news of
2018/2019 is the graduation of another
class of 25 students who successfully
completed their 2nd Grade education. Very
soon, they will follow in the footsteps
of their predecessors and join a nearby
public school to continue the next phase
of their educational life. As before, the
Fregenet Kidan LeHitsanat School will
continue to support our graduates by
providing them with books, uniforms, and
regular meals for as long as they need it.

2. THE BISHOFTU PROJECT
Our partners and supporters will kindly remember that the Foundation
has embarked on a new enterprise, named the Bishoftu project that
aims to expand access to education to children living outside of
Addis Ababa. The plan is to build a model school on a little less
than 12,000m2 plot of land provided for free by the Bishoftu City
Administration. The Foundation signed an MOU with the city’s
Education Bureau and the concept design was approved.
Volunteer
architects and engineers with Metaferia Consulting Engineers have
developed detailed drawings and progress has been encouraging.
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The Foundation would like to take this opportunity to express its
gratitude to Metaferia Consulting Firm for completing the entire
design work (structural, architectural, electrical, and sanitary),
getting the design permit, and finishing the bidding process, all on
a pro bono basis. Fregenet also thanks Flintstone Engineering Plc for
its partnership in moving the Bishoftu school project forward.

3. FUNDRAISING & 14th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Fundraising is the engine behind the Fregenet Mission to provide
access to education for children from underprivileged backgrounds.
The generosity of our supporters and partners has sustained its
activities and, in the process, has brightened the future of hundreds
of children and their families.
An
important
platform
for
the
Foundation’s fundraising activities is
the Annual Los Angeles Marathon in which
runners raise money to support the
Foundation
and
the
Fregenet
Kian
LeHitsanat School. Accordingly, three
volunteers
Iyob
Tessema,
a
veteran
marathoner, Amanda Rutendo and Tina
Hidreth ran the LA Marathon on behalf of
our cause.

Foundation.
generosity,
whose lives
The joy and
unrelenting

The Fregenet Foundation held its
major fundraising event of the
year on September 1, 2018. The
event,
held
at
the
Veterans
Memorial
Auditorium
in
Culver
City, California. It was also the
occasion for the celebration of
the
14th
anniversary
of
the
founding
of
the
Fregenet
How time goes by! The event celebrated compassion,
and readings from testimonies of children and parents
have been uplifted by the Fregenet Foundations efforts.
pain described by the moms and kids in the midst of
poverty, their dogged determination to overcome life’s
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unforgiving ordeals, and their gratitude to the support they were
given was humbling. For the children who read the testimonies, this
was an experience they will not soon forget.
The event was a resounding success.
Over $32,000 was raised from dinner
ticket sales, art auction, bracelet
sales,
new
student
sponsorship
signups, and various other activities.
The Foundation has already established
a
committee
to
plan
a
grander
th
celebration of its 15
anniversary
scheduled for Fall 2019.

4. VOLUNTEERISM AND HEALTH SCREENING
One of the highlights in the
story of the Fregenet Foundation
is volunteerism.
The work of
volunteers
from
within
and
outside of Ethiopia, mainly the
US, and the testimonials of their
volunteerism
has
been
a
motivation
for
many
more
to
follow. On February 23, 2019, a
group of seven young local physicians held an annual health screening
for the students of Fregenet Kidan LeHitsanat School. What was
different about this year’s screening was the fact that there were
more doctors involved and all the children were checked. The doctors
also used the occasion to offer health education to the children and
their caretakers. We, at the Foundation, were pleased to learn from a
physician who recently completed a nutritional assessment that the
nutritional state and overall health of the students is in good
shape.

5. FINANCIAL SUMMARY
The Fregenet Foundation is in a healthy financial standing thanks to
the dedicated support of our partners and its prudent financial
management. In the 2018/19 budget year, the Foundation had total
revenue of $60,238 the breakdown of which is as follows: students
sponsorship program $12,565; annual fundraising $32,835; other
fundraising activities $1,100; and general donation $9,827. Expenses
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for the year amounted to $30,965 which was represented by program
expense in Ethiopia which includes school rent, salaries, students’
breakfast and lunch expenses, and other administrative costs $25,000;
fundraising expense $2,771; Insurance expense $2,620; IT expense $53;
and bank service charges $464. The net change was $29,273.

6. NEW BOARD MEMBER
Fresh insight and new ideas are a vital
part of any organization.
The Fregenet
Foundation welcomes new board member, Ms.
Kedest Habtu, who has a wide-variety of
professional experience as well as a long
record helping underserved children in
Ethiopia. Ms. Habtu has lived in the US for
about three decades and has been working in
the banking sector in which she currently
serves as branch manager of JPMorgan Chase
Bank in Los Angeles. She volunteers in
charitable activities such as Heal the Bay
(an environmental nonprofit dedicated to
making
coastal
waters
and
watersheds
healthy and clean) and works with students
in underprivileged communities in her home
country. The Board of Directors welcomes
Ms. Habtu as its newest member and wishes
her a productive time in fulfilling the
mission of the Foundation.

7. 5TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY PLAN (2004-2019)
The Fregenet Foundation will soon be fifteen-years young!
Preparations are underway to celebrate fifteen years of exemplary
service and perseverance in the face of obstacles and challenges that
would have doomed a less resilient organization. The celebration will
be an opportunity to take stock of the Foundation’s activities in the
past, learn from the experience, and renew the commitment to fulfil
this noble goal of service and compassion. At the same time, the
anniversary will be an auspicious occasion for fundraising.

CONCLUSION
As we prepare to welcome this new academic year which coincides with
our fifteenth-year anniversary, we at the Foundation are faced with
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several questions. How can we enhance and strengthen the preschool
experience which is so vital for encouraging curiosity and confidence
in our youngest learners? How can we further support our students
after they leave our school?
How can we positively impact the
communities in which our students live?
We derive immense joy to know that more
kids are going to school because of the
offer of our services, and that most of
them are succeeding, including four of
them who have become the first FKL
graduates to enter a university! This
is a validation of our efforts and a
reason to continue to do our best to
reach out to as many families as we can
who are struggling to provide their
kids an education and a fair shake in
life.
Nothing of lasting value is accomplished in isolation. Our successes
are a result of our collective action. Helping the littlest
community members among us to have a fair shot in life is a legacy
worth every last ounce of our effort. It is with deep appreciation
that we take your hand to continue this work.

Thank you
The Fregenet Foundation and its School Fregenet Kian Lehitsanat admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic
origin, gender, disability and religion to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made
available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin, gender,
disability or religion in the administration of its educational policies, admission policies, scholarship and loan programs, and
athletic and other school-administered programs.

The Fregenet Foundation
901 South Flower Street Unit 411
Los Angeles, CA 90015
www.fregenetfoundation.org
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