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Some Pictures by Irene Fertik

Fregenet Foundation 2007 Annual Report
Four Years of the Foundation’s March
It’s been a busy and eventful year for the Fregenet Foundation. It has only been four
years since our establishment and we are proud to have a successful and fully
operational school as a manifestation of our efforts. And though we have met our fair
share of obstacles, this year has been characterized by positive change, upward
progress and promise for the future of our mission.
About Us
The Fregenet Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation dedicated to creating
educational opportunities for impoverished children in Ethiopia. It was founded to
honor the life and dreams of Fregenet Tafesse Woubshet, a 29-year-old American
citizen of Ethiopian origin, who died in an auto accident in the summer of 2003.
About the School
1. Fregenet Kidan Lihisanat (FKL) is a Primary School and Kindergarten for children
from economically underprivileged families. The school is located in the southern
part of Addis Ababa in the area commonly known as Kera. The address is Kirkos
Sub City, Kebele 11/12, House No. 581, Tel. No. 011-4166786. Many of the
school’s students consist of children from families that are in need of assistance to
send their children to school. Many students are from single parent households,
while some others are from families of unemployed parents or from precariously
employed families. Students are selected in a fair manner and in accordance with
the non-discrimination policy of the Foundation and the School. We believe that
some of the students, if not all, may not have had the opportunity to go to school
had it not been for the Foundation.
The school currently has 141 students. There are two classes for the Kindergarten,
or “KG.”
KG 1: These are the youngest children, ages 3 to 4, in
their first months at a teaching establishment. We now
have 52 pupils in this class.
KG 2: These students have completed one year of KG
and are able to identify letters and numbers and to think
in logical patterns. There are currently 33 children
enrolled in this class.
Grade 1: Students in Grade 1 are 5 to 6 years old and are developing reading and
writing skills in Amharic (the national language of Ethiopia) and English. We
currently have 28 children in this class.
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Grade 2: These students have completed Grade 1, and their curriculum consists of
reading and writing in English and Amharic, as well as arithmetic, science, social
studies and other core academic subjects. The total number of students in this
grade is 28.
Lessons are given in accordance with the curriculum required by the Federal
Ministry of Education. The text books used are also those prepared and approved
by the relevant educational authorities of the country.
All students receive education at no charge. School uniforms and school supplies
are also distributed to each student at no cost to their families.
2. Meals for the Students: The School Lunch Project
FKL has introduced new and significant support programs in the past year. One of
our major new programs is providing full meals to all the children during school
hours at no charge to the students’ families. We call this program “The School
Lunch Project.” FKL students have now started enjoying one full hot meal a day for
lunch. Every day, there is rice, macaroni or enjera. In addition, every so often,
students are provided with fruits, eggs and biscuits. In the past, FKL provided only
one light meal or snack a day due to its limited resources. To fulfill its part of the
obligation and to successfully run this new program, FKL has hired a cook and an
assistant.
FKL has been providing snacks for students
since its establishment. In the past, the snacks
consisted of tea or milk with some bread and
biscuits, and snacks were provided at ten o’clock
in the morning.
However, lunch was not
provided until the NGO, Feed the Children
Ethiopia, began assisting our school.
The School Lunch Project was a milestone in the
ultimate goals and mission of the Foundation and FKL. The meals enable the
children to obtain the essential nutrients necessary for a balanced diet, which is
especially hard to acquire for those children from impoverished life situations.
The School Lunch Project has the following main objectives:
 Provide lunch that is sanitarily prepared for our students, who would not
normally have access to the nutrition required for their physical development.
 Ensure that the essential nutrients are being served in the meals.
 Ensure that students do not interrupt their studies because their families are
unable to provide sustainable basic meals.
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Ensure that nutrients like vitamin A and C (fruits and vegetables) and
essential items for energy (oil, eggs, butter) and protein for development
(eggs, pulses) are included in the program.

Thanks to the help of Feed the Children - Ethiopia, the program has been
running since October of 2007. The School Lunch Project has been very
successful to date.
The following is an example of the weekly menu:
Program (Typical)
Day

Snack

Lunch

Monday

Milk with Bread

Macaroni with vegetables

Tuesday

Milk with Biscuit

Rice with vegetables

Wednesday

Tea with Bread

Enjera with stew vegetables
and fresh fruits

Thursday

Milk with Bread

Macaroni with tomato

Friday

Tea with Biscuit

Rice with tomato and grain
vegetables. Fresh Fruit.

Occasionally, boiled eggs are offered during lunch. Because of cost, however,
eggs are not served on weekly basis.
Children are fed in their classroom, as dining halls are not yet available.
Children are taught to clean their hands and mouths thoroughly before and after
meals. Children are also instructed to take their dishes to the collection spot
after meals. (Small children in KG 1 are not required to do the last ritual)
Children who wish for more portions of food are always asked to express their
desire. All efforts are made to ensure that the children get as much food as they
desire. All FKL students receive snack and lunch every school day, Monday
through Friday. Normally no classes are held on Saturdays and Sundays.
Pro Bono Services
1. Legal Counseling: On June 6, 2007 Latham & Watkins LLP, a prestigious
global law firm agreed to represent the foundation on a pro bono basis with
regard to certain matters pertaining to the Foundation’s tax-exempt status and
its corporate organization.
Founded in 1934 in Los Angeles, California, Latham & Watkins has more than
1,900 attorneys working in 24 offices around the world. Since 2000, the firm has
provided almost $260 million in pro bono legal services to low-income
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individuals and nonprofit organizations, and is working to advance access to
justice throughout the world. Los Angeles Associates Chris Piazzola and
Michelle Carpenter and San Diego Associate Lars Carlson provide counsel to
the Foundation on corporate matters. Los Angeles partner Stephen Burgin and
Associate Jason Choi are advising the Foundation on its federal tax-exempt
status. The Latham team is also advising the foundation on certain issues
regarding the relationship between our operations in Ethiopia and our
fundraising activities in the United States.
2. Other Professional Services: We are grateful to have numerous individuals
and professionals with different skills who are assisting the Foundation to meet
its challenges on a pro bono basis.
• Mr. Dejene Habtemariam, an architect at UCLA is working on the design of
our “state of the art” model school. The model school is designed to
accommodate six class rooms, a cafeteria, computer lab, clinic and a library
facility.
• Mr. Feleka Teka, a Certified Public Accountant, appointed by the
foundation’s board of directors, had previously reviewed our 2005/2006
finances and has, once again, graciously reviewed the 2006 and 2007
financial activities of the foundation. He is also working on pro bono basis.
Fund Raising Activities
Our annual anniversary and fund raising activity
was not held in 2007 due to technical reasons.
However, we participated in the annual Los
Angeles Marathon. About seven dedicated
runners participated in the March 2007 Marathon
and raised about $3500 from their sponsors. In
2008, we plan to reorganize our participation in
this event, increase the number of our runners
and raise more money.
2007 Annual Celebration at FKL

Financial Report
Our revenue and expenditure for fiscal year 2007 amounted to approximately
$204,000. Of this amount, over $174,000 was provided in the form of in-kind
donations of administrative, legal, auditing and architectural services. Actual cash
contribution and expenditure was approximately $28,000 collected through
contributions to our Student Sponsor Program, Marathon Sponsorship and other
donations from individual supporters.
Using the cash donations collected during 2007, we were able to pay for the following
items at FKL: rent, renovations and painting of the FKL facility, salaries for FKL
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teachers and staff, playground equipment, classroom equipment, furniture, uniforms,
office administration expenses, school supplies, utilities, and maintenance.
A detailed income and expense spreadsheet for the year 2007 is available upon
request.
Looking Ahead and Plans for 2008
•

•

•
•

•

With the assistance of our legal counsel, we have begun the process of
reorganizing the Foundation, which was originally incorporated as a Minnesota
entity, as a California Nonprofit Public Benefit Corporation. We will complete this
process in May of 2008.
We will finalize our model school design and start the application process with the
Ethiopian Government to give us land to build the facility. We will aggressively
seek funding for the construction of the state of the art school that we have
envisioned.
We will accept an additional 30 students at KG 1 level since our first batch of
students transferred into 2nd grade.
We will hire more teachers and teachers’ assistants, cooks and janitors to better
accommodate the number of the students. Our projected total staff will be 14 from
the current 10.
We are currently implementing a pledge program that allows generous donors to
sponsor our school and/or individual students. A pledge program not only allows
the Foundation to have a consistent stream of revenue for its operation, but also
allows the monthly donors to see the progress and results of each dollar they
contribute. The Fregenet Foundation encourages generous and concerned
individuals to participate in this program with a donation of as little as $25 per
month.

Conclusion
We have made huge strides in just this one year; however, we realize that there is
much more work to do. We hope to accomplish much more in the coming year and
report even more great accomplishments in our 2008 annual report. We hope that the
Fregenet Foundation will make an impact on the lives of our students, and we
earnestly believe that we are making significant progress toward realizing the dream of
Fregenet Tafesse Woubshet.

The Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat School admits students of any race, color, national and ethnic origin, gender, disability and religion
to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin, gender, disability or religion in the administration of its
educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.
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