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THE FREGENET FOUNDATION 2009 ANNUAL REPORT
It has been six extraordinary years since the establishment of the Fregenet Foundation
in the fall of 2004 as a non-profit 501 (c) (3) organization dedicated to creating
educational opportunities for impoverished children. The Fregenet Foundation has been
working tirelessly to achieve its objective of giving a high quality education to children
who might otherwise, because of their economic circumstances, not have even attended
school at all. Our dream of building and supporting schools that not only serve as
centers of education, but as resources for the broader community is under way. The
Foundation fully subsidizes the costs associated with tuition, books, uniforms, snacks,
hot lunch meals, access to health clinic and other materials to support students
throughout their kindergarten and primary education. Much has been accomplished and
yet without your help this vital work is threatened.
Tremendous strides have been made at the
Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat School, located
in Addis Ababa and Headquartered in Los
Angeles.

Fregenet started with only 31

students in 2004 but has grown over six fold
since then. Now with 185 students (ages
four to ten), we are truly blessed to see our
mission manifest before our very eyes.
Thanks to our donors, volunteers and
dedicated staff members, we are able to
continue our development and fulfill the promise of making a difference in the lives of so
many underprivileged children. We are inspired more than ever to continue our work
and to expand our vision in 2010.

Mission
The goal of the Foundation is to provide opportunities for children from poor families to
succeed in life. Our four-pronged missions are as follows:
•

To provide early educational opportunities to needy children and to create
conditions that will help them succeed in life;

•

To promote early education as a means to overcome poverty, reduce AIDS,
gender inequality and political oppression;

•

To establish schools to be used not only as centers of education, but as
community resources and health centers for the benefit of students, their families
and the communities in which these schools are located;

•

To establish bonds between students in Ethiopia and children all over the world
by sponsoring music, travel, language and cultural education programs.

About The Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat (FKL) School
FKL started with 31 students in Kindergartner 1 in 2004. Now the same children have
finished Kindergarten 2, 1st, 2nd and 3rd grades and are currently enrolled in the 4th
grade. All five grades are following the first students on the course to quality early
education and eventually, we believe, to self empowerment.
FKL is a Kindergarten and Primary School
for children from underprivileged families.
The school is located in the southern part of
Addis Ababa in an area commonly known as
Kera. The address is Kirkos Sub City,
Kebele 11/12, House No. 581, and Tel. No.
011-4-16-67-86.
Most of the KFL’s students come from families in need. Some of the families care for
orphans. Some are struggling single parent households and households where parents
are unemployed or lack stable employment. Students are selected in a nondiscriminatory system in accordance with the Foundation’s and FKL’s non-discrimination
policy. We believe that some of the students, if not all, would not have the opportunity to
go to school were it not for the Foundation.

Highlight of 2009
2009, like the five years before, has been a year of significant progress in the history of
FKL and the Foundation.

•

We are pleased to announce that the Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat School has
received its full accreditation from the Kirkos Sub City Education Bureau as of
January 2009 following a comprehensive review of the school’s curriculum, class
room standards, playground materials, and certification of teachers’
qualifications. The school was operating under a temporary accreditation which
required a yearly approval.

•

The School’s new library was also
inaugurated in early January 2009. The
library is now equipped with furniture, books,
newspapers and computers. The library
primarily serves our students, but is also
open to the neighborhood community.
Funds used to furnish the library were
granted by the Royal Netherlands Embassy
in Addis Ababa, and we thank the Embassy
again for the outstanding contribution to our School and the surrounding
community. In addition, the library received several books from generous
individuals and organizations.

•

The School’s financial records for the fiscal year that ended on June 30, 2008
have been audited, pro bono, by Abraham Berhanu & Co., Chartered Certified
Accountants, an independent auditor selected and assigned by the Ethiopian
agency which oversees all NGOs in the country. The auditor’s unqualified
assessment was that the School’s financial statements provided a true and fair
view of the state of the School’s affairs as of June 30, 2008, and that the School’s
income for the year then ended exceeded its expenditures. The financial audit
was subsequently submitted to the Ministry of Justice in accordance with
applicable law.

•

Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat School has also signed a new project agreement in
support of the School’s operations with the Addis Ababa City Administration
Finance and Economy Development Bureau and the Addis Ababa City
Administration Education Bureau. The completion of this agreement was
recognition of the importance of the School’s activities in the City of Addis
Ababa. The agreement provided for the City’s cooperation and support for the

School’s efforts to obtain duty free importation of books, computers and other
essential materials. In sharing this news, the Foundation hopes to encourage
our donors to consider in-kind donations of school materials in addition to
financial gifts.
•

Tafesse Woubshet, President of the Fregenet Foundation and Elizabeth Asrat,
Chief Financial Officer and Secretary of the Foundation’s Board recently returned
to Los Angeles after a five week working visit to the School. During their visit
they were instrumental in the execution of the project agreement with the City of
Addis Ababa and the completion of the School’s accreditation process.

•

The Fregenet Foundation launched its newly redesigned website on May 01,
2009. The work which ran into 80 hours of programming, designing, training and
content management was done by Ms. Annie Glaser of A Thousand Hills Media,
LLC. The website features current announcements and photographs of the
children attending the Foundation’s first school, “Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat,” on
the home page. The home page also contains a link to a new film about The
Fregenet Foundation, hosted on YouTube. Our new website has given the
Foundation a livelier image and tells our story with more pictures and less
words. We hope it will inspire and enable our visitors to become more engaged in
our mission and efforts than ever before.

•

Once again the annual LA Marathon presented the Fregenet Foundation with
new opportunities for publicizing the plight of children in Ethiopia and its efforts to
improve their conditions and their growth as responsible and self-sufficient
citizens. The elite runners in the LA Marathon came from countries whose young
children have great challenges and need assistance in their struggle to survive
and succeed in life. This fact was a further incentive for the Foundation to do
everything possible to make a difference in the lives of a nation’s young hopes.

•

The Fregenet Foundation was also
pleased to announce the generous
support from the My2cents, an Austrian
non-profit organization, who donated
USD 2,950.00 directly to the school’s
account in Addis Ababa. The organization
raised the money by organizing an event

called “Students Running for Students” to specifically procure new uniforms for
the students at FKL. The event was held on May 26, 2009 and was attended by
430 children from five primary schools in Seefeld. The students run 1738.5
kilometers in total and donations were made on the basis of this achievement.
The event was a huge success and was given wide media coverage.
•

Mr. Jan Rupp, Founder and Former CEO of AURUM, Los Angeles donated 300
pieces of backpacks worth USD 3,000 to the foundation to sell and support the
operation cost of the school.

Financial Report
Our revenue and expenditure for fiscal year 2009 amounted to approximately $97,476.
Out of this, $75,000 consisted of in-kind donations of administrative, non-litigation legal
services, accounting and web design services. Actual cash contributions amounted to
approximately $22,476, collected through our Student Sponsor Program, Marathon
Sponsorship and different donations from individual business supporters.
Using the donations collected during 2009, we were able to pay for the following items:
FKL rent, staff salaries, maintenance of playground equipment, classroom furniture,
school uniforms, office administration expenses, school supplies, utilities, and general
maintenance. A detailed income and expense statement for the year ended December
31, 2009 is available upon request.

Acknowledgment
The success of the Foundation for this year and the five years before was made possible
through the generous assistance of so many people and organizations. Everyone’s help
represents a step forward in the realization of our promise and commitment giving hope
to many of Ethiopia’s impoverished children and making a difference in their progress as
responsible and exemplary human beings. Your assistance which has come in several
forms including sharing your savings, your time, as well as your good will and words of
encouragement. This has given us a solid foundation, enabling us to spread hope and
success for the school, its student community and the Foundation. We profusely thank
every one of you for your continued support and for your belief in us and in our cause.

The Foundation was formed in loving memory of Fregenet
Tafesse Woubshet, a 29-year-old Ethiopian American who died in
July 2003 before fulfilling her life-long dream of helping the needy
children of Ethiopia. It is our promise to her and to you that we will
not weaken in our endeavor to achieve our objectives and that we
will continue with vigor and dedication. At the same time, we
believe that your generous support will continue and strengthen in
the years ahead.

In Conclusion
For the Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat School and the Fregenet Foundation, the year 2009
has been one of promising developments in several fronts. We have forged cordial
working partnership with a number of government bodies, especially with the education
as well as finance and economic development bureaus of the Addis Ababa
administration. Our relationship with parents and the community around the school has
been growing in leaps and bounds. As we grow, the need for support has also multiplied.
People in the community seek our help whether in the form of educating and feeding
their children or attending to other needs.
Our biggest challenge today is the size of the school facility which is too small to
accommodate the current student community and those who will come in the years
ahead. The lease expires in September 2010 and the owner has made a decision to sell
the land. Since we are unwilling to abandon these children and this community, our only
option under the circumstances is to do whatever it takes to buy the property (the school
compound and the land around it). If successful this would ensure the permanence of
the school, the ability to build additional classrooms, and our continued connection to the
students and the community at large. We would like to inform all of our generous donors
and supporters of the gravity of the situation.

We hope with your assistance we will

overcome this challenge and continue to provide opportunity, hope, and a way out of
poverty and defeat. When families come through our doors and we look into the eyes of
their young ones, we want to be able to say, “Come inside. On this land your child will
discover ideas, skills, confidence, and the ability to create a productive future. We have
a space for you.” Please help us by sending your donation to:

The Fregenet Foundation
901 South Flower Street Unit 411
Los Angeles, CA 90015
Or
Donate online at www.fregenetfoundation.org
Together we can make a difference!!

The Fregenet Foundation and its School Fregenet Kidan Lehitsanat admits students of any race, color, national and
ethnic origin, gender, disability and religion to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or
made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national and ethnic origin,
gender, disability or religion in the administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, scholarship and loan
programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs.

